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The Giver, the 1994 Newbery Medal winner, has become one of the most influential novels of our

time. The haunting story centers on twelve-year-old Jonas, who lives in a seemingly ideal, if

colorless, world of conformity and contentment. Not until he is given his life assignment as the

Receiver of Memory does he begin to understand the dark, complex secrets behind his fragile

community. Lois Lowry has written three companion novels to The Giver, including Gathering Blue,

Messenger, and Son.
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Jonas lives in a "perfect" world where war, disease, and suffering have all been eradicated.

Everything is in order; everything is under control. The people have no worries or cares. The

Community strives for "sameness," in which everyone and everything are the same and equal. To

help the Community function as a cohesive unit, each member is assigned a position in society.

When Jonas turns twelve, the Community selects him to be the new "Receiver of Memories." Only

the "Giver" knows the truth and memories of the past, and now he must pass these memories on to

Jonas.The Giver is a wonderful book. Lois Lowry skillfully crafted an intriguing and profoundly



thoughtful story. She subtly creates an uneasy feeling that something is wrong with this "perfect

world." The Community's advisors intend to establish security within utopian society, but they really

establish a stifling dystopia. To protect people from the risks of making poor or wrong decisions in

life, the advisors plan and dictate the lives of the people. In effect, the citizens have no freedom of

choice; they do not choose their job or even their spouse. Moreover, the advisors inhibit the

people's ability to feel because they want to spare them from the hardships and pain of life. For

instance, individuals must take a pill everyday, which suppresses passionate feelings. The citizens

do not know or experience true emotions like love. One of the goals of the Community is to achieve

"sameness" so that no one feels embarrassed or gets excluded for being different. However, this

limits individuality and freedom of expression because everyone conforms to a certain desired

image.

Jonas, an Eleven when THE GIVER opens, lives in a Community where everything is meticulously

ordered: houses look alike, people dress alike, each family unit includes a father and a mother (who

can apply for one male and one female child). Children begin their volunteer hours when they are

Eights, and the Committee of Elders assigns them their roles in the Community at the Ceremony of

Twelves. Because the people have chosen Sameness, nothing in their Community is unexpected,

inconvenient, or unusual. They have no hills, no color, no cold, no sunshine. Their feelings are only

superficial; their memories encompass only one generation. Pain is relieved instantly by taking a pill.

They have abdicated choices.The Receiver of Memory holds the position of highest honor within the

Community, serving as the repository for the memories and knowledge of generations. Whenever

the Committee of Elders are faced with a new situation, they are able to seek the counsel and

advice of the Receiver. They have the benefit of experience without having to bear its pain.Because

of his intelligence, integrity, courage, wisdom, and Capacity to See Beyond, Jonas is selected to be

the next Receiver of Memory. The current Receiver, who has held the position for decades, then

becomes the Giver.Ms. Lowry paints a vivid picture of this Community. Referring to everyday

concepts in a slightly unusual way helps to set that society apart from our own. Babies younger than

one year are called "newchildren," for example; children of the same age are "groupmates"; the

elderly, the unhealthy, or those who have broken the rules three times may be "released."Why might

parents or teachers consider THE GIVER inappropriate for their children?
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